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MAIL-TUBE PROSPECTS

THE congressional  Tostal  Committee,

which will meet next weel, Is expeeted
to inangurate departmental action toward
the restorution of the pueanatic mail tube
gervice in Philudelphin.  Local delegations
which huve recontly vistted the enpltal re-
port approval Ly mapy postal elicials of a
®ehabilitation of the service.

It has never been expliined why the tubes
were abandoned under Mr. Durleson nor
why even under the new Administration an
ebviously practical method of expediting
the urban mail deliveries was not speedily
adopted,

If the pneumatic system is in some feas
tures out of date, modernization is in order.
It 18 genernlly admitted that a renl need
‘exlats for laying additionul tubes to out-
Iying districts,

City mall deliveries In America hinve long
eompared unfavornably with those of London
and Paris. Tu the latter capital, the tubes in
which '‘petits blens'" are dispatclied aree ad-
mirable tiinc-savers,

The system lus provionsly slemonstrated
fte worth in Philadelphiu, which is among
the reasons why the ban against muking
wse of it bas seemed So unNecessary.

A TRAFFIC-RELIEF IDEA

UGGESTIONS fopr traflic arteries in
. Philadelphia are  irvepressible, The
Jatest, which has been made to Muayor
Moore by Mlors Iduscli, representing the
Board of Trude, contains practienl features
which are decidedly worth consideration,

The proposal to relieve the incrensing jam
on Market, Chestnut and Walnut streets
involves a plan for the widening of Loonst
street from Fifteenth street to Washington
Bquare. On the north side of the cest-and-
west thoroughfare there ure comparntively
fow importunt structures to complicate the
execution of the project. The Phlladelphia
Library would be affected, but the Ires
Library at Thirteenth and Locust streets is
mot an obstacle, since within about two
years it will be removed to its new home on
the Parkway.

Mr. Busch proposes the passage of an
erdinance glving notice of municipal inten-
tlons in order that building constructiog
should not interfere with carrying out the
program at some future date,

This {8 not an extravugant initiul step.
It would be calculated to alluy fears of the
immediate embarkation of the city on some

and costly publle enterprizse and it
lay the groundwork of cventunl [m-
Pprovement. ‘

In considering the traffic problem it is
well to look mbead. Otherwise, the time

" will come when the call for relief s ~hurp,
y impaticnt and mandatory.

THE CONCLAVE MEETS

= ICATIONS thot the sesslons of tie

Bacred College will be Lrief render ex-
tremely unlikely the partlcipution of any
non«Europenn Cardinal in the wselection of
the new Pope.

" Cardinal O'Connell, of Boston, who sne-
eoeded in making the earliest start from
. America, is expected to nrrive in Italy on
‘Monday morulng. The railway journey from
" Naples to Rome will consume wmost of the
) hours of nuotlier duy.

i TCardinals Begin, of Quebee, and Dongli-

erty, of Philadelplin, ure still further In

the rear nnd will be fortunate if they can

take part In some of the formulities signal-

1 the installation «of a new pontifl,
14 bas been heurd of the primate of
Brasil, separated from the Eternal City by
the duration of & voyaze of ut least twa and
a half weeks,

It is fmprobable, however, that the pres-
ence of any of these travelers would greatiy
change the temper of the conclave,  An
Italian occupant of Peter’s sear 15 virtually
a foregone concluslon, Precedents ure nizo
im favor of the least exploited of candidutes
and of a pontll without extr..e
elther side of church problems,

The solemnity of the sesslons {1 their dis-
tingulshing characteristic. While entertain-
img the liveliest concern in the verdict, the
public ig sincerely Inclined 1o pespoct jr-
spiritnnl values and to combine woofecim)
jmterest with reverence,

e

A PERNICIOUS TAX

. WP THE New Jersey Leglslature wishes to
8 @0 something to relieve the users of the
) de §t will repenl the Full-Crow Low,
pat law cost the people RO20,000 Inor yoar
{mt conferring a single beneflt an any
wpe save the superfluous men cmployed on
the trains. Since the law was passed |t
- has eost £3.500,000.
A similar law In New York s costing the
$2,176.000 u wear, and in Maryland
was BIOT.000,  We suy that the
s cost the people these sums beeanse
dollar spent has come out of the
of the people. Tt bas to he eal.
{n freight and passenger rotes,
ylvania had sueb & luw, but it wes
1 repealed lnst winter, Tt wab pusse
. 48 the first place at the demand of lubur (0
. wtder to provide work for moro men on the
104 without any regard to the o]
X jt. The reason assigned was that the
‘extra men were needed to insure the spfory
the traveling public. But there weore o
aceldents after the law waos passn
i there were before,
Ba railroads do not want nccldents
b coat too much. Mlie instinet of (he
3 A0 protect the projerts of (he
ol in ordinary circumstances, 4.
" ptrong to Induce them to take e
iy precautions,  Sometimes they ;ry
B doing it, but they tuke them yit.

ia mistake for the Legislatures of t]n
49 Interfere in the details of rallrog
u The laws which provige
. ! and neglect ape

e

vivws on !

Lol fuir play and thelr awn en

&, .

dedy o N A ik .;u.%MSO“ -

ustally sufficlent to keep the rallrond men
nlert. The roads are public earrlers, obli-
gated to sorve the publie, 1f the public is
not served, we have Publle Rervice Commise
slons with power to order ndequate sorvice,
The commissions ought to be allowed to
function,

e

WHO'LL WRITE A COMIC OPERA
ABOUT THE SUBJECT OF COAL?

Only the Caricature of the Stage Could
Reflect the Grotesque Folly That
Rules In the Mine Flelds

HRONES, dynastios, kings, the pride

of 0 great many nations and the eost
of important commodities (n the United
Statey have been fulling together.  They
are stiil going down., 'The one fixed and
reemingly immovable thing fn thiz changing
world is the price of hard conl mined in our
own fields,

The cost of conl went to an unprecedented
altitude during the war, and there it hos
remained as if it were n thing nailed to the
sky.  For almest two yenrs it hag defiod all
the Tnws nof ]'Hililln-)l', gocinl and esonomle
gravity, No power of the Clovermment or
pubilie opinlon ar business neeeszity secms
wedequate to disturb it

The significnnee of this phenomenon s
bost apprecinted after a reading of the rve-
port of general business and finaneinl condi-
tions just lssusd through the Federal Re.
strve Bank of Philadelphin,

Iron and stecl show a decline of from 20
to 40 per cent from the maximum rates of
the inflation period. The motorcar industry
reports reductions which ranged from 15 to
25 per cent during the last year, 'repan-
tions for a spring huilding boom have fol-
lowad an earthward slide of the prices of
bullding materials,  Cement is down to
81,00 a barrel, It was up not long ago to
R2.00.  Lumber and millwork prices have
fallen heavily,

The retail price of anthracite remains,
solitary and mysterions, in the blue heavens,

There, apparently, it will stay, The
operators’ organizations and the mine
unionsg are dendlocked in n conflict of pur-
poses which mag lead to o vast generul
strike on April 1,

Buch a stytke would make conl
It would add to the value of eonl nlrt-:ul_\r
mined and in storage, The public is dis-
interested or discouraged in the presenee of
the disorder aud the (hioly veiled
spiracies Ly which ‘small groups of protit-
takers in contral of o eammodity that s
nlmost a8 necessary to the general public
ns o water and  transportation  manage to
frustrate the lawe of sapply and demand
an’ evada the forees that are waking for
constriotive rowdjustent in all
dnstries,

ROnres,

con-

other In-

——

WhLut sore
Maw are they to be

Who are tiese Olympians®
of magle (s thelr.¥
identified ?

They are the sort of persons about wlhom
Gilbert and Sulllvan would have written
light operas. They nre pleturesqua enough
for the burlesque stage.

Until ther are made visthle in the carlvca-
ture of musicul comedy Mr, Hoover, Senator
Edge and Senator Calder will talk and agi-
tate in vain for rhe “reform'’ of the eoal
business,

Railway corporations, street enr cotas
panies, water cowpenles, all urility cors
porations, Lave come to admit n sense of
obligntion to the complex soclal system in
which they are Indispensable purts,

The coal men, on the other hand, cone
fnue in on attitude of austere i=olation,

They resent inquiries from Congress or

from the public. They run thelr ULusiness
to sult themselves—and they run it rather
bndly. Ilow badly they run it you will see
it ever u genius arlses to write o lvely
e upera on the subjeet of conl,
The chwrus of prineipals would be uston-
First, there would be the
burons who own the conl lund. “Then there
would be the Larons who lewse the lund,
There would be the burons swho lease voal
lands from lessees and lense it aguin to
operators who run the mines, ‘Then there
would be a wvast supplemientury chorus of
Jobbers and Sub-Jobbers and Interlocking
Directors,  All of these people—jolly devils
in white vests—get something from the 813
which you puy for n ton of aunthraecite,

[ CH

ishing to see,

In the background of the gruocsome scons |

are  the forward-mindod leaderse of  the
United Mine Workers of Amerlea, who, une
ulile to beat the barons (nte submission, are
intent upon golug inte partnership with
them or seizing the power they wicld as
mwonopolists,  All these men ure muking
thelr own laws in defianee of congressionul
opinion und the public aced.
High prices liave hrougit
narkee,

rlvite ponsamers

a oollapse in
Nejther the industrivs nar
I heen huying.
aeinployment is widespread in the anthra-
bitaminons flelds,  Storage snrds

wiaiting for buyers

have
Cale e
wln dn peos
nppear,

The winers, intent upen taking the mat-
tep into thelr own handas, are preparing to
strike in April ro foree universal unionizie
tlan of all mines, That s, they want
divtate tn the owners of mines and ecoal
landa and, !n the end, to tlie public, Thex
bellewe thar they could dictar: niope inteili.
gentiy  thun  the unreguluted da,
They eouldn’t, of eourse, and they wpuldy't
tf they vuuld.

.‘{H.

S T

\ (]
thivr enld

nwnd enforeed Hdieness in factories, wmany of
thany elosed 1o pwanly lower conl prices, the
ol businase (2 moviog toward chnos.  Pors
bups chnes would e nogoold thing foe eviry
onecpned, T wauld
ont of ity lethargy. It would eampel Gay.
ernment eeientlfio and
impartinal eontro) “'I_[I*‘T. Hoover lias rocng s
thended wgnin and sgain,

while s cOUNTEY  bjuaros

PR foren Clongeress

aetlon towar] the

JERSEY'S FUTILE DRY LAW

N CTHE New Jersey Court ol Frrops nnil

Appenls yestierday the over-trdent gdvioe
cates of prohibitlon learned o Jessan whiel
thiey ought to talte to heary (0 the [ntepsse
The Vun
Nies et un olhimonst
taedieval low pussed by an obediont Logie-
Inture under pressare from vartons sonpes,
was sutnmarily wiped off the stutute Looks
pud declaped wnconstitutional,

The deeision will be welvomed by ail eltl-
zong, weot or dey, who are not convineed
that Dbone<dry prohibltton Is of more Lie
portance ta the and to lotmnndey
than the ecsontind protective prinelples of
efmon luw which, though they nee the
chiof supports of our system of sovinl roge-
soning wiel the bosis of all modery lognl
thonght, were sot ashile to wnke an ole-
tight State dry Low jn New Jopses,

The law was fermulated by Mrs, Jennie
€', Van Ness, a ouc-termn mwember of the
lower house, who had no previeus exe
perionce with Iaw making and little appar-

for l!.'"\' "-:’-v"-'l'lll"lil'.

rountry

ent knowledge of the fundamentals of Anglos
Nnxon justice, Bhe blithely reversed the
nge-old rale established to guard what
MWackstone ealls “‘the inallenable rights of
man"" and wrote an act which declnred that
n suspected person, might be denled teinl by
jury and was to be presumed gullty until
he could prove himeelf {nnocent. Thun
any one caunght selling or transporting
whisky or other alcoholic heverages In New
Jersey was to be denled rights which the
law continuex to extend even to mugderers,
It wae clear from the beginning that the
law could mot stand. Now the Htate Is
without any enforcement syrstem of tr own,
The Anti-Saloon Lengue s credited with
having done' most to nssure the passage of
the Vun Ness act, But It in eary to be.
leve the tenth of persistent rumors which
imply that the Inw—a law far more rigor-
oug than the Federal dry laws—wos secretly
supported by wet leaders, who desired to
dseredit In the eves of the public the whole
prohibition theory and the organizations
which support it, OCertainly the attempts
to enforee the Van Ness law tended cons-
stantly to hurt the dry cause fn Jersey.

Those who are sincerely anxious Lo bring
about the elimination of the lquor traffie
ought to appland the deciston of the Court
of Frrors, P'rohibition {s not dead and it is
not dying. The country nt large Is deter-
mined to see it tosted thoroughly, But the
dry cause cannot be expected to survive
enforcement legislation concelved In a spirit
of fanaticfsm rather than in a spirit of rea-
sonableness and falr play.

e S

THE IDEAL SITE
0 SUPERIOR are the merits of the
Falrmonnt Park-Parkway elte for the
fair that it indorsement by the commit-
tees of the Engincers’ Club, the Philadel-
phin Chapter of the Ameriean Institute of
Avchiteets and the Real Estate Boar] has
come without surpeise to those who have

been giving thought to the mattep,

The site is ensily aceos<ibla froms all the
railrond terminale, It is in the heart of the
cliy and is connected with all sections by
street cars. It is near the existing hotels
nnd in such a convenient location that new
hotels to necommodate the visitors can be
crected profitubly with the certainty that
after the fair {s over they will be in de-
mand as apartment houses or office build-
ings if the need for them as hotels should
conse. It includes lLoth banks of the
sehuyikill River and thus affords opportunt.-
ties for picturesque development and water
plensures that were not offered by some of
the other sites,

Reyond all othor proposed «itos It justi-
fles the expenditure by the city, the State
and the Nation of large sumns for the erec.
tion of pormanent buildings that ean be
used for public pnrposes ufter the falr is
over.  Not only can permnuent structures
b erected, but the long-tulked-of nnd long-
delayed Improvemwent of the banks of the
Schnwlklll from the entrance of Falrmount
Park to Areh street enn be earried ont
#fter the manner of the improvements to
the banke of the Scine in Paris In 1100,

Under the clreumstances two or three
times a« much can pruwdently he appros
printed for the foir as would be wise if it
were all to go for stryctures that would be
torn down ufter serving thelr purpose for
one Enmmer,

Congress can be asked to nuthorize the
eroction of a new Federal Duilding on the
Parkway in addition to making an appro.
priation for the fair Itself, )

The State can be asked to erect u build-
ing for the accommodation of its officinls
who are comipelled to have offices here, even
if it i, not thought wise for it to put up a
building for the aceommodation of the Nu-
preme Court,  This, too, in addition to an
appropriation for the general expenses of
making ready for the fair,

The city itself can rush construction on
the Noldiers” Memoriul or Convention Hall
aud on the Scliuylkill ecmbankments and
bridges, improvements which eun be paid
for by the issue of bonds, while it spends
such sums as are necessary on the tem-
porary structures,

Still further the pluns can be <o made
thut the bulldings put up Ly foreign Govs
ernwents shall Le of permanent construo-
tion und adapted to uses of one kind or an-
other that when the fair is over they could
b sold for sums which would almost pecover
the original expenditure.

The site [s such that the setring of the
fuir can be made as attractive as that of
nny other falr ever held, Delinite ndoption
of it by the committee will prepare the way
for an netive campalgn in belinlf of funds,

CAR MEN TO SHARE PROFITS

R. MITTEN'S promlse of a 10 per eent

bonus ta the employes of the Philladel -

phia Rapid Transit Company {s based on the

assumption thut the men, by active en-

operation with the management, ean redues

the operating expenses this year Ly 21,500,
000,

In effect, Me. Mitten hias =aud to the
men: “*If you will suve maney for the com-
pany I will persuade the shareholders to
give 1t to you."'

This is nn inducement to faithful serv.
fee. It mpkes the men partners in the
business by assuring (o them rewanrd for the
reonomics that they can bring sboat, These
ceononmies will come through eare in the
operation of the ears, which will prevent

I gecldents und breakdown of wachinery, und

through greater courtesy to the passengers,
which wil develop a friendliness to the sys-
tomn  that will be reflected increassd
travel,

The Mitten plan of cocoperation with the
men has justitied dtself,  There has been no
strike and the system, bankrupt in 1911, has
heen put in such financial condition that it
has earted dividends on its capltal stock
in addition to puying Gxed charges,

The tinanelnl inducement which My, Mijt-
ten 18 offering to the men to insure u groater
degrev of co-operation with the wwmnnge-
mwent ought to produce fmportant results
both to the compnny and the public

VOLIVA'S COSMOGONY
rHLE carth, aeeording o the early Jopoa-
nese cosmographers, rests on the baek
of a ginnt tyrele, The anclent tirocky sald
that the sky was beld up by Mtlas, o giant

I wianding in Northern Africa.

Wilbur Glen Vollva, the heud of the Dnwie
Church of Zian, M., has o new theary,
The world, necording to himy, is dlit. Phe
ke fs o eolid dome from which the wyn,
moon und sturs are saspended Tike clinnde-
Lops from o celling. ‘The edges of the done
gost om0 wall of Jee whieh sureounds the
ot worll to keep foollinrdy matiuers from
culling theip ships off the edge, amd prob.
aldy to keep the water in the vesins from
fluwing awny intolepace,

Ae. Voliva has bueed his theory upon whay
Lo onlle the *Word of God,"" There was g

coloped preacher in the South a fow years

[ ngo who insisted that “the sun do move,'"

aml e based his conelusion on the story of
Jowlima, who eaused the sun o sud srill,
1 it did pot move, Binw eould 1t stand #1117

W sinble wt thisa sort of selentifie reason.
ing nownday s, It there wus n thinn whien
it owan no emiling matter, Ui pien of
wofenee who advaneed theorvies different from
Ploopn neeentmd by the thealogiont had  to
pay with their lives  for ri!|-||- audaciry,
Horesy It Wiks culled at the time,  Dut ghe
notion that the Bible is a scientific teggs
book bas long since been abandoned,
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AS ONE WOMAN SEES IT

Three Views of the Zion Movement
by Three Jews Suggest Likelihood
of Others, All of Them Impor:

tant to the World at Large

By SARAH D. LOWRIE
IS very difficult for nn outsider to get
any true perspective on the Zion move-
ent. I have three \'erz distinet fmpreas
ons of it, all given me by Jows, and ench
eontidered a final judgment by the man who
Instructed me. And as each was, in his way,
an nuthority on nt least one phase of his
rnce's position with regard to the “‘baek-to-
Jerusalem' enthustasm, his point of view
waw at least an important one to consider.
The first opinion was given me many
years ago when the public at large first
began to hear Zionism discussed, and it was
by the senlor member of a groeat New York
banking firm. That old man was wise at
least in the financial opinlona of his cons
freres, both In Europe mnd this ceuntry,
and at that time he and his partners were
set against the notion, scouting it as im-
practicable and pushed only by the vision-

ary,

{!o held that it was not practical, because
to glve the Jow n country that was too
small for him would mean that he must
ktill live ns a stranger In other countries,
Tnstead of being n citisen of the land In
which he lived and worked, and instead of
Identifying himself with the Interost of that
country In his own eyes und in the cyes
of the citizens about him, he would be a
“fattence on the land'’ and Hable to be the
target of all the odium thut avomalous
nosition would invite.

HE second opinion was given me many

Years later hy the son of a Zionist. Ho
was a journalist who had como over to this
country after spending hisx youtl in Pales.
tine and enduring all the hoardships the ime
nilgrant Jews were subjocted to by the
Turkish Government hefore the war, He
tielioved in Palestine for the Jews, e had
caleulated to n foot for how great a popula-
tion of returned Jews the land under in-
}_nr;ulm cultivation could yield an abundant
wing.

It was his bellef that with Palestine well
colonized and raised to a hundred per eent
frrnlltgﬂb: irrigation, the ndjoining deserts
could reclnimed much as the deserts of
this country are being made to blossom as
the rose. Eventunlly he belleved all of his
race could return to what would be the
garden spot of the world.

1E third opinion was given me just last

yenr, enrlonsly enough by one near of
kin to the old Jewish hnn.kt'r. His brother-
in<law was then one of the leaderg of the
Zion movement and spoken of as the pros-
eetive president of the Palestine Republie,
lis Iden wos that Palestine eould never be
the lome of all the Jews, bar that it could
ho the possesslon of the race: and ns such
it conld be mnde not only a garden spot,
but a center of learnlng and art and re-
lglon. 1 rather thought by religlon lLe
meant not the orthodox anelent religion,
but the broader type of worship used in the
preesent-duy synngogues, I asked him if the

rebuilding of the temple was contemplated. |

and it seemed to we his ldea was n symbolic

Imilding not for n revival of the Mosaic |

ritual nor a replicn of the Temple of Solo-
mon.
L.\-\‘-‘l‘ summer it seemed to those of us
who are outsiders that there came what
teemed n change of personnel in the Zionist
Committee and presumedly n change of ideal
in its propuganda. And now comes n drive
for funds for the Zionist cause,

No funds are being nsked of nons-Jews,
although doubtless if the great generosity
the Jows have shown in Gentile drives were
reciprocnted by a Gentlle generosity in Jew-
ish drives gifts would not be scorned: but
nt all events eince there is no sollcitation
of money outslde the fold, the Fem‘rnl publie
lng not been speciticnlly appriced o to the
exiet status of the movement at the present
moment,  Which of those three poluts of
view most prevalls among the Jews? And
{s there perhaps a fourth und more zealously
orthndox one than any of these thiree?

TO GENTILES brought up on the Old
Testument as well as on the gospels
thie whole movement is of great interest be-
cause of the gnelent prophecies regarding
the return of the Jews and the restoration of
Jerusalem apd the events hinging on that
return,  To ecertain 8ects of the Christinn
fuith—the Becond Adventists—the fulfillment
of these prophecles 1z of vital fmportunce
in vrder to make way for the second coming
of the Messinh,

To students of history and of world moves
ments the fuet that great changes are
wraught by the fire of sentlment rather than
the peychology of renson mukes any enthu-
sinsi such nd this of Zionism of great nnd
even polgnant interest,  If it iy 1o be a
return to Palestine, is it to be merely a
physieal and materinl return to Solomon
and all his glory, or is it to be a return to
the orthodoxy and ritunlism of the Herodian
period, or is it to be u still further harking
back to the early experiment, when n nomnd
race turned cultivators of the sell in the
days of the judges?

Or is eomething quite different contemn-

lated—a sort of Meeca and Befrut and
loly City of Itome, with the Italfun Riviery
tirown In?

ND if the Jews tuke over their holy

places, what of the Christian, what of
thee Molmmmedan®”  Both  these  peligions
linve had their holy pluees there longer now
than the Jews possessed Palestine before the
dispersion,

Aud if the Jews eolonize Palestine from
a1l over Europe und from this countrey, what
will be the type of the civiliaation—Englisl,
Pollsh, American, Germun or Spanish? And
f o forelgn Government bucks the enterprise
and stabllizes §t, whut Government will
undertulke that tremendons tasky  And why?

e hears  these  questions  diseus:od
gravely, hut not unsympathetically.

In Pulestine itself It s the c¢hief tople
of conversation, T wm told, even among e
people who think Zionlsm s bound to full.

11 Greek Chureli officials and (he Rowan

Chuteh offielals keep an armed ponee
with euch other and with the Syvians and
Arvirnians and  Arabs nnd the sesttercd
Jewish population thar hasve clupg o the
vuins of thole waudls; but none of these, ot
even the DPulestininn Jew, is prepured to
weleome the returning Zionists with thelr
new fdens of farming and their unorthedoxy
and thely Western push und go,  For (f
the Jews in the Oeeident seem Orjental,
they appenr completely Europeanized to the
Oelent.  Jusp as they reemed Egyptinnized
tn the Inhubitants of Cununn, and Babylon-
{sh to the dwellers who hnd not gone Into
eaptivity, and Romunized to the Galllenns,
go they scem o strange people with their
pew dress and abbreviated ceremony and
erlsp buginess and modern inventions to the
yesent dwellers in that Hetle land that had
r:t-.»-,l theirs onee before in the world's bLis-
tore ol iy be theirs ¥or onee ngnin,

1 have been vending Chesterton's Jerus-
aletn and boen immensely interested in the
hooks 1t brings the modern Jerusalem, the
Jerusalem of the Crusades ol the Jerusalem
of Jesuw toon Yelose-un™ hefore one,  And
1 realized suddenly that nothing that hap-
pens to that city »et on a LN con be cone
gidernd u little thing to u siugle Amerfean,
whatever his ndmitted creed.  Whatever is
gooll in_us spiritually bad its beglnnings
there, Our elvilizntion—whatever in it has
borne the welght of time—exists for us ba-
cause of what happened there,

Ho thnt this great movement of Zionism
tonches ull of us,  And we hiuve a right to
ask—What does it mwan for the werld?
The United Stutos
Chumber of Commeren
waunts Congress to erente
u vomnissloner generpl
of transportation whose duty it will be to
advise  with  every governmentul  wgency
charged with regulating luterstate commeren
and then proceed to do the nuulnw.-ﬁ
will be his proviuce, we presume, to
the buck that every official Pippa paspes, _

L
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u Hard Guy
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ROBERT E, FERGUSON

On the Blump in Marriage Licenses

1B ecconomic and sociologleal phuses of

the City of Philadelphia are strongly
and immediately reflected in the Marriage
License Burcau at City Hall, nccording to
Chief Robert E, Fergusou, of that depart-
ment,

*“There has Leen u great falling off in the
number of marriage licenses issued during
the lust year,'' enid Mr. Ferguson, “and,
of course, we are in o position to note any
changes in this matter which take place.
The falling off began in January, 1921, and
since that time there has been nothing like
the rush to get married that took place
during the few ycurs just previous to that
dn!‘e’i'he ‘slump’ came rather suddenly @
little more than a year ago. All through
the wur years and the prosperous times that
immedintely succecded them we could hardly
keep up with the demand for the issuance
of llconses. Of course, a lot of this was
due to the fact of the very Eeuural pros=
perity which the country was having, and n
Jot more was caused by the highly cinotional

condition of the people, which continued in-

a good many lines other than that of mare
ringe sentiment for quite a long time after
the war closed,

Reasons for Falling ON

**\When business 1s good In our dopurt«
ment the elevators are usnally filled all day,
and I Lave even seen the time when the
voung applicants stood in the corridora in
rows awaiting thelir turn to get their licenses,
But this has not happened for quite n long
time now, 2

“While it is not an ecasy watter Lo si
why people do not get married, still T think
that the veonomie troubles of the country,
and of the world for that matter, is the
principal reason, Young persons toduy ure
more eautious abour how they enter matri-
mony thun they used to be, and bLoth the
man nud the womun want to be aseured that
g comfortable and permanent living s in
slght before they take the step.

“Durlug nutional prosperity, or even wlien
the industries of the city are working full
time, we have our hunds full, but when
anything In the nature of an industeial dis-
furbanee occurs we notice the effects of it
immediately in the dropping off of the num-
ber of applicnnts for Heenses,

*“I'ne nunber of marrage Heenses Tasied
now 14 not up to the avernge numwber whivh
we {ssned prior to the beginning of the war,
Then it took a tremendous jump, It is (roe
that u good many of them were young couples
the mon of whom was golng into the sepviee
and they deelded (o be married before s
went awny, but o larger number wos nade
up of those to whom the sudden wud in many
cnses unexpected prosperity gave the oppor-
tunity of gettlng married carlier thun tuey
had originally planned,

Increased During War

“The number of marriages increased
during all of the war years and through
those which immediately followed them, [
ghould sny that the increase durlng thos
years was fully 10 per eent over the uverngoe
of the yenrs before the war, and it probably
went higher than that. At any rate, it wyy
a very coustderable Increuse, )

“When the fulling-off came, a little more
thun n vewr ogo, it wos sudden, us 1 hove
auidd, and it hos continued up to the present
time, despite the faet that general business
hus lurgely recovered from the depression
which it suffered. 1 think that it is prop
able that o good many of the young people
had beecome aceustomed to the prosperily of
the war time and ure walting for u return
of thnt prosperity before getring mnrrled,

tSinee the falling-off came, the figures
have pever monnted ns high as the pre-war
average.  Still, ot the same time, we ore
now issting on an avernge nbout seventy.
cight licenses every day, so that quite g
nutiher of the young people ure getting mar.
rietd du splte of everything.

YOur busdest doys are Baturdays and
Mondayk, In spite of the foet that Naturday
{4 0 half<hollday ot the City l]u]j‘ us well o,
ety nenely every  plaee elsn, This 1»
probably the reakon why Buturdoy s one
of the Lig days nt the Murriage Liecuss
HBurenu—it is casler go n; u balf day of
thap a whole day, where a man s em»
ployed on plecework It Is cheaper, too. 1

1

don't know why Monday should be such n
big day with us, unless it is that the young
people get togrther on Sundays and fix it
all up, Dut these two days have always
been the heavy days in qur bureau, no mate
ter whether the total number of licenses
Issued was great or small,

*The Marringe License Bureau is an un-
usually advantageous place for the study of
human nature. We get every kind of person
imaginable here and some of the things we
hear and kee range from irresistible humor
to almost tragedy.

“Under the Marriage License Taw of
Pennsylvania, all applicants must now
appear In person to make the answers and
take aflidovit ns to the truth of those
answers, The luw eannot be evaded as far
as getting o marviage performed without a
license fs concerned, for no clergyman or
notary will perforin 4 ceremony under such
circumstances,

Notarles® Activities Stopped

“The Murrlage License Law lins been in
foree in Pennsylvania sinee the first of Oc-
tober, 1883, 1t s an excellent law {n many
ways anid [t stopped a0 number of ubuses
and ennbled the countles of the State to keep
- accurate record of nll marriages for
which  leenses grunted  within s
Jurisdletion,

*The Pennsylvania law on the nmatter is
broad, and dacs not lmpose any unreason-
able restrictions npon those whe desire to
get married. In faer, T think that {t §s as
flexible a law us exists in any Swate of the
Union. At the same time it fully safpe
guards the interests of the community in
this very Important matter, It Is eaxy 10
tee why the records in g matter so important
us that of warrlage should 1w complete
amd cusy of necess at any time,

“The duys after Lolidays ure othiers whie
Erunrully 'lpmnm- it gowd bit of work gm‘l‘]:nt:
wreaa, This I the case, 1ikn Saturdays and
Monduysy, where the vale |iolds good, no
macter Low muny we nre fssulng on an
uverdge at the time, The lyte spring and
the enrly sumimer months are generally the
livaviest of the venr, With the return of
general prosperity, thers will surely ho n:
mmense inevense in the ngmbop of'llm-'ns-m
wsued, although I doubt if the nl:mlu-r'\\-u]

equul for w long tlme that pe
the wor xears," it reached during
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. SHORT CUTS '

“ITello. Judge!'' said Glass, “Ne
yet,”” sald Borah. But toon ?

When the State Treasury can't baw
anything else it can have a defieit,

Suspenders are In and belts are out,
*ay the tallors; but pesshinists will continue
to wear both,

Count that dey lost whose low descend-
ing sun sees not an Anglo-Franco clash just
ended or begun,

We hasten to reassure the timid, In

benching Kenyon no effort has been madeto |

knock lLis blee off,

If every Btate in the Union hos o build:

ing at the Fair the Parkway is golng to be
an architectural treat.

Some earncst thought will be given to |

the soldiers' bonus while Income-tax sched-
ules are belng made out,

Waukeegan, JIl., man is attacked by
rooster after wringing neck of hen. XNo
gentleman conld do less,

If he but knew how much we worried
over
woodehuck would chuckle!

Fashion Committee chalrman in this
city ways custom-tallored clothes are to b
fuller this year. Fuller what

" Mrs, Arquith says she is nnzious to

visit Philadelphia. The lady, we are obliged
to admit, hus normal aspiratious, ?

Chicago la
Philadelphia.
ubly suffer lees from ice and fog.

lanning n steamship line to

Vassar pro¥essor says sha knows of mo
prettiep thing than the calf of & yound
womun, Iiret kind word we've heard fof
the beaus,

The twenty-threesyear-old Polish work
man and the forty-five-year-old helress

4 to marry pay in publicity for essaylog |

the unusual,

The Arms Conference has agreed #

abolish polson gas in wartime, but it B
beyond its power to restriet its use I
propaganda,

The serappin
conformi, it is said, to those of the Lo

prize ring. At nll cvents, London has a ltth |

to do with them,
We are looking forward to the day
when our college presidents, instead of say-
Ing unkind things about thelr students, w
diselpline them,

If in heaven, us Sir Conan Doyle de
clares, ull the children are grown up, wh

iv the happiness of those who find joy "

the little ones?
The sky is a solid dome, knys Voliva t8
Zion. He may not be u great thinker,
unybody will admit in. the mutter of 0
domes he uses hig head. .
The Dauphin County Court s upheld
the constitutionulity of the Conl Taz [a¥w
of 1921. But will the operators be satly
tied? Not by an anthracite!

Constables dressed as women are look:
ing for u man who has been scaring Vossar
students, Wa have a mental pleture of a8
lmitution flupper in police boots.

Dr, Btokowski's lttle friends are now
convinced that the most fascinating jnsteu
ment at an orchestral concert is the lces
cream cone, Like the oboe, it is manipulated
with the lips, but the real shading s dos®
with the palate,

Seranton man excused from jury duty
beewuse he eouldn't use his wooden lo
Plea of faulty understanding. Btill, com®
to think of it, nobody, so far as we ¢ab
remember, has over heen excused for 18°
ubllity to use his wooden head.

Amerlean delegates to the Washingtos
Conference have been thoughtlessly accusé
of modesty because the :
ply as ''Citisens o .
A a matter of fac
title they could bestow
*

his appearunce {ntenlay how the |

n airplane )ine would prob- |

rules for capital ship :
e of the Londos :




